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FIRST CLASS 

Congress dodged the fiscal cliff for now, but school administrators around the state face 

their own set of rock faces that challenge all of us.  Here is my take: 

Sandy Hook and School Violence 

 Our hearts and minds rest with this community and the heroism of the school’s 

principal.  NASSP and NAESP published a position paper opposing the arming of school 

officials as a way to address such violence, stating that such proposals risk doing more harm 

than good.  It is clear that districts all around our state are revisiting their school safety poli-

cies, and I am hopeful that the voices of school based administrators will be heard.  Bill 

Bond from NASSP and George Roberts from Perry Hall high will host a session at our 

spring conference designed to share best practices in this area.  In addition, Friday’s confer-

ence session will focus on bullying issues.  We are close to securing a speaker with great 

statewide and national appeal to join us—stay tuned. 

Teacher/Principal Evaluation, School Progress Index, and other state initiatives 

 Keep abreast of breaking news distributed to our members via our executive board members.  The job of 

school administrators will clearly change as a result of new policies.  SLOs will consume us!  Race to the Top is 

forcing Maryland to implement new policies at breakneck speed.  We plan a major strand on these issues at the 

spring conference, bringing administrators up-to-date information and providing an opportunity to network and 

learn what school-based administrators around the state are doing in this area.  My counsel to everyone is simple: 

Patience.  After 39 years working in this field, I have confidence that the policy IMPLEMENTATION  process 

will work in the favor of principals and teachers to ensure that draconian outcomes will not overtake us. 

PARCC Assessments 

 Make sure you sign up for the on-line newsletters from PARCC to stay abreast of developments.  I was 

thrilled to provide our members a conference opportunity through our Partner, Agile Mind, to fill the void so 

many administrators feel regarding assessment information.  And I apologize for not anticipating the voracious 

appetite you had for this topic by not planning to accommodate everyone’s interest.  
Association Initiatives 

 MASSP continues to partner with our national association.  Quite a few members took advantage of re-

gional PD offerings regarding the Common Core, and Dealing with Ineffective Teachers. We coordinated with 

NASSP to secure a $200 PD voucher for any MASSP member who attends the national conference, and agreed to 

provide the $20 discount to our own state conference.  I was also excited that our state coordinator, Christine 

Handy-Collins, was able to attend the 2012 LifeTouch Memory Mission in the Dominican Republic to build a 

school there.  I was able to secure our third new partnership this fall.  Joining PowerIT and agileMind as an 

MASSP partner is VALIC.  They had an active presence in our association a few years ago and are now poised to 

renew their work with us.   Finally, look for the new web page in February.  I will shoot you an email when it 

happens.  The URL will not change, but the look sure will.  Hooray—On-line registrations and credit cards!!!!! 

4th and 29: Ray Rice is amazing.  But secondary school administrators face not dissimilar chal-

lenges on a routine basis.  Only a colleague who has lived in your shoes knows the truth! 

Annual Spring Conference—21st Century Leadership Challenges 

April 11-13, 2013  Turf Valley Conference Center 
(See Page 3 for conference overview) 

 

 April 11 Preconference Options-Tech Workshop or School visits, and Bill Bond 

 April 12 featuring Joanne Bartoletti, Lillian Lowery and more 

 Register for one or both days—commute or stay at Turf Valley 

 New this Year—Andy Mason Golf Tourney on Saturday!!! 
 

Watch your email for on-line registration at the new MASSP website  in February. 

 

February 28 - 

March 2, 2012 
National Harbor, Maryland 

 
Check out the NASSP Conference Blog at 

www.nasspblogs.org/ignite 
 

$200 NASSP PD Voucher and 

$20 MASSP Spring Conference 

discount for all Maryland con-

ference participants. 

Serving our members for 60 years 

Applications for Principal of the Year due March 14 to MASSP office 

  www.facebook.com/mdmassp 

Check out www.LeadingSuccess.org   
An innovative on-line toolkit jointly developed by NASSP and the College Board open to principals and school 

leaders to help raise student achievement.  It contains videos, case studies and readings that lead you to a forum 

for equity, personalization, smart data collaboration, and continuous improvement. 

http://strongmail1.multiview.com:80/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2045606&messageid=2045606&databaseid=Mailing.DS45606.2045606.30930&serial=16882469&emailid=mdmassp@verizon.net&userid=25822316&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2036&&&http://www.nasspbl
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Mark  your calendars for this year’s remaining general membership meetings: 

   

February 16 at Northwestern High  at 9:00 am (Note corrected date)   

April 11 at Turf Valley (Spring Conference site)  6:00 PM following Josten’s reception 
 

State Board honors principals as part of National Principals Month (belatedly) 

 
 

As you all know, October was National Principals Month.  The gov-

ernor issued a proclamation honoring principals and assistant princi-

pals for their efforts around the state, and this proclamation was 

originally set to be given to the Executive Directors of MAESP and 

MASSP in October.  Unfortunately, hurricane Sandy forced a post-

ponement of the state board meeting, so the proclamation was shared 

at the December board meeting.  Many thanks go to State Superinten-

dent Lillian Lowery, pictured with Debbie Drown and Scott Pfeifer 

and the President of the State Board Charlene Dukes, for enabling 

this recognition of principals around the state to occur. 

 
 

MASSP Welcomes New Business Partner VALIC 
 

In year’s past, VALIC was a regular presence as a supporter and presenter at the MASSP spring Conference.  We all know 

that the past few years have been a challenge for AIG-VALIC, but John Kevin assures me (in concert with the numerous TV 

spots we have all seen) that this company is back.  John will present to interested principals at one concurrent session at our 

spring conference as well as sponsor one of our conference events. 

  

Upcoming Conference and Webinar provides valu-

able PD to Maryland Administrators about the 

PARCC assessments and iPAD use 
 

 Clearly Maryland administrators are interested in the 

new assessments being developed by PARCC.  As Exec, I 

was a bit shocked that so many of you wanted to attend the 

agileMIND sponsored  workshop, and I apologize to those of 

you unable to secure a spot.  agileMIND was committed to a 

high quality, workshop format that meant each session needed 

to be limited to 35 participants.  agileMIND will also present  

at our spring conference. 

 Apple Computer is clearly charging back into the K-

12 market with the a heavy focus on the iPAD.  MASSP is 

partnering with them in offering a webinar sometime in mid-

March on using the iPAD as an administrative tool.  This will 

be a first for both Apple and MASSP as we explore offering 

PD in this on-line format.  I was insistent that we work hard 

to provide an interactive session to avoid the ubiquitous 

“death by webinar” syndrome.  I am excited about what we 

have planned.  Watch your email in early February for details 

regarding this on-line PD session.   

 

National Green Week 
 Join the largest K-12 sustainability movement in 

history by signing up for Green Education Foundation’s Na-

tional Green Week 2013.  It’s free to sign up and if you regis-

ter before February 1 you could win reusable water bottles for 

some of your classrooms.  Green Week kicks off Feb. 4-8. 

MORE ON THE NEW AND IMPROVED SPRING CONFERENCE 
 Take a closer look that in the past at the new (and hopefully improved) spring conference this year.  We 

depart significantly from past practice by offering an optional one day and two day package.  NETWORKING 

stands at the center of our approach.  Whether the topic is TPE, technology,  bullying, or school safety, experts are 

fine, but we often learn more from one another than anywhere else.  In addition, we are looking to secure a VERY 

special speaker on the bullying issue, someone you will be thrilled to hear from.  Stay tuned. 

 Usually, you would receive a hard copy registration form in the next newsletter.  No more!  I will send 

you an email, and will send you one email reminder, about the link for on-line registration.  You will be able to 

pay with a credit card, check, or PO.  Our new website allows for this, and I hope it is seen as an improvement by 

all.  Let me elaborate on the information provided on the cover of this newsletter; 

Technology 
 Take a deep dive on how principals around the country use Twitter, Facebook, Edmodo, and other social 

media tools both administratively and instructionally during our Friday pre-conference.  We expect to have some 

of NASSP’s digital principals of the year skype in to share along with NASSP’s Bob Farace.  For a very reason-

able $50 fee, this might be all you want to enjoy the first day.  However, drive on over to Turf Valley where 

NASSP safety expert Bill Bond and George Roberts from Perry Hall will share important insights into school 

safety in light of recent school shooting incidents.  End the day a reception sponsored by Josten’s.  Rooms are 

available in the $100 range at Turf Valley if you wish to stay over for Friday’s sessions, or drive home to be with 

your family.  We will follow up on the pre-conference workshops with a panel on Friday where Maryland Admin-

istrators will share how they are using technology in many ways and facilitating networking and sharing. 

 

School Visits 
 Who wants to observe exemplary school programs right here in Maryland.  Rather than the Technology 

pre-conference workshop, pick from a menu of schools whose principals are welcoming administrators to share 

their programs. We have yet to develop a specific schedule, but choices will be: 

 Meade Middle ROADS program  South River High’s STEM Magnet 

 Ellicott Mills Middle CFIP program  Hammond High’s Teacher/Student Leadership Program 

AA County Center for Applied Tech North’s award winning career and certification program 

 

After your visit(s), call it a day or head over to Turf Valley. 

School Safety and Bullying 
 Thursday’s pre-conference session will be followed by a more focused set of concurrent sessions on bul-

lying.  Cyberbullying will clearly be a topic, along with other best-practice initiatives occurring in Maryland 

schools.  This will be a panel discussion, hopefully with a featured speaker. 

Teacher Principal Evaluation 
 What a hot topic for Maryland Administrators this is.  Each of  you know how the pilots are progressing 

in  your OWN districts, but we know many of you don’t know as much about what is working (and not working) 

in other districts.  This panel will promote discussion on approaches to SLOs, use of the SPI, facilitating observa-

tions with technology solutions, and effectively dealing with span of control issues.  In addition, morning key-

noter, NASSP’s Executive Director Joanne Bartoletti, will share important perspectives on Administrator Evalua-

tion growing out of the NASSP/NAESP groundbreaking report, Rethinking Principal Evaluation. 

Rounding out the Conference 
 Meet and hear from new State Superintendent Lillian Lowery at lunch. Explore important retirement is-

sues at a VALIC concurrent session, work with our partner agileMIND in their session if you couldn’t make the 

February workshop.  Visit a wide range of vendors on display.  Finally, honor our middle and high school level 

Principal-of-the Year at the closing reception and banquet, and be home in the early evening.   

 

You can register for one day or both days.  You get a discount if you attended the NASSP conference at National 

Harbor.  Book a room at Turf Valley or save your money and commute.  Our goal is to provide busy principals 

maximum flexibility in designing a professional development experience that meets your needs, and takes advan-

tage of what is the primary reason you are a member of this organization, NETWORKING.  Look for actual regis-

tration information in February via email.  Don’t hesitate to contact me, Scott Pfeifer, at mdmassp@verizon.net if 

you have any questions or comments. 


